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THI CHRONICLLEES
O NAZARIAN

Author Angella Nazarian has a knack for discovering uniorgettable stories of incredible women.
Thanks to her latest book, "Visionary Wormen," we can al take a page of inspiration.
BY JENNIFER ARELLANO PORTRAIT BY ANGELA MARKLEW

ranianAmencan author Angelln Nazaran belioves that everyone has a good

stony. “You don't hiawe to be famows,” sha says. Wy mom hiad 8 great storg

Our beat friends and taachers have great stories. It's just taking the tima to

really know and connect with those things.” Mazasian's claim is bofstered

by i o figiarous fact-Srding: She mesaarched and wiote 20 capthaling
profiles of female leaders in the fields of art, sclence, politics and more for her
book "Visionary Women," out in Dotober (published by Assouling),

The tome's extraondinary subjects Inciude the youngest-aver kobel Peace
Prize laureais Malala Yousalzai the winner of the Mobal Prize in Litessture, Dodis
Lessing: and longdistance seémmer Diana Myad, who became the first person to
cormplate the 110mile Fodda-toCubs swim without 8 shark cage.

*Visionary Women® is the follow-up to MNazaran's 2012

Womoen's Conference: Laan b, and sha pians on 8 “Visionany Women™ ook tour
stop In Bal Hasbour Shops early mst yaar,

Aa for Mazaran’s own gocd ston'? Bom in Tehman, she immigrated with har
family 1o the United States at age 11 duwing the 1979 kmalan Revplution. She
arrived in Bevery Hills with oaly one suilcase conlaining litle mone than clothing.
“Thave's pot maeh from my childhood home that | have,” she seys.

It vwas & fumultuous time for Nazesan, who eventually wos separatod from
ver parents (her father, a Import-saport dealer turned real estate developer, and
e other, & homemaker) when they efurned 1o ren to eoll thnre aesets, bt
imstead got stuck in the country for five years due to the g War, “Thene's
sométhing that happens whon yvou're complately cut off from vour own place of

birth,” Nezarian says. “And the only way that you relate to it s

book, “Pionoers of the Possible: Calebrating Visionary Women WY LFE HAS through memory.”
of the World," which also chronicles the life stores of lady CHANGED AND Thankfully, she preserved those r'n.umun':u-g-—_ul har
vanguands such as Frida Kahlo and Ella Fitzgerakd, With this OPENED M A VERY faerdly's escape from Tehran and her gradual asaimilation imo

second compendium, the JATy=arold speaker and
philanthropist, who currently nesdos in Bol A, i quckly candng
a niche for herself as a kind of Malcolm Glacwellesque
datective o famale sucoess sloriee,

Wazarian says she was plkeasantly sunprised o leam that

BEALUTFUL WAY. JUST
BECAUSE IDECDED TO
TAKE A CHANCE AND

Western culture through her Califomla upbrnging—In her first
bisok, 2008 “Life As a Visitor" Deapite the theee books aha's
penned, wiiting wasn't alweys Mazarian's first calling.

For 11 years, Mazarian, & UCLA grad, worked @s an
organizational psychology professor teaching courses on

for these olite pchiars, their biigest adventures often came DO E—“DHEI'—H\G OuT mativalion and molion, stalistics and ressanch in psychalogy
mikdlife. Many had to overcome gutwienching personal crises OF THE BCX. at Mount Saint Mary's University, Los Argeles Valley Coliege
and manmy rsked great social deapproeal 1o trumpet ther own _MEI | A and California State Univarsty, Long Beach. “That was what |
milsshons. Wamaran, who s mammed to venture capitalist and thought | would do for the rest of my iife,” she says. She keft
Mimes Capital CED Denvid Mazarian, with whom sha has two NAZAHMN the ciassroom satting to apply hor training to personal

collega-aged sans Phillip and Ell, Insists that “Vislonary
Women® offers salient sdvice for men, teb. “The baslc tenat 10 SUCCEaa ian't any
different for women than it s for men,” Nazarian eays. | think that whan you hawe
the support of o whole system, your femily, you go & long wae So, the basic leason
is that teaming up with a powerful woman is good for men as wedl."

it her lnst naee looks familier to real oatate amay South Floridians, it's
because her brotherindaw, Sam Nazadan, is CEQ of SBE, the entertainment group
bahind South Beach hotels 5L5 and The Redbury. “Florida has a apecial ploog in
ey heart,” sevs Nazarian, an evd art collector and interior design anthuslast who
freguaents Miami's art faims, Inchading Art Basal, °| ove the Latin cultune. | love tho
divarsty" Last May Mazaran wvisited Miami to speak at the YPOWPD International

104 Venizn

denelopment workshops for adulls. White organizing thesa
groups, Mozarien decided to take writing clasaes and impressed her clnssmatoes
and teachars with her family's unforgetisble siony. “H took me on another track
wher | wanbed to impaet and influenca more people than jus) those @ my cliases
and my seminars,” she says.

Since then, Mazaran hos co-founded a Los Angeles nenproft, also caled
Visionary Women, which hosis leadership talks and whosea funds benefit women's
initinthaes all owver the world. She has also created a personal development
coaching app and has booked a siew of spesking engapements. "My [ia hes
changed and opened in & very beautiful way” Mazasan says, “just because |
decided to take & chance and do semathing owt of the box.” B
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